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2018, in my hometown of Springfield, MA, and 
over the past year has done a remarkable job 
of piloting the association. He has proven him-
self to be a strong and thoughtful leader for 
independent insurance agents across the 
country. 

Joe graduated from Western New England 
College and is cunently the President of Leahy 
& Brown Insurance & Realty, Inc., which he 
founded with his wife Frances in 1989. Joe 
has a fine record of public service as he pre-
viously served as Chief of Staff to Massachu-
setts State Senator Martin T. Reilly (D–Spring-
field). 

At the state association level, Leahy was 
elected to the Executive Committee of the 
Massachusetts Association of Insurance 
Agents (MAIA) in 2001, served as chairman in 
2005, and was Massachusetts director on the 
Big ‘‘I’’ national board from 2008 to 2013. In 
2013, Leahy received the MAIA Henry F. 
Barry, Jr. Memorial Pacesetter Award, which 
is awarded to an agent who has contributed 
his or her talent, time and energy for the bet-
terment of the agency system and is the high-
est honor that the MAIA bestows. 

On the national association level, Joe has 
served on numerous Big ‘‘I’’ committees and 
task forces including the Big ‘‘I’’ Executive 
Committee, Government Affairs Committee, 
Tax Task Force, and the InsurPac Board of 
Trustees. 

I would also like to recognize the aforemen-
tioned Frances Leahy, Joe’s esteemed wife. 
Joe has been married to Frances for more 
than 30 years. Together they reside in North-
ampton, Massachusetts and have six children 
and eight grandchildren. 

Once again, Madam Speaker, I am proud of 
Joe Leahy and all he has accomplished for 
Massachusetts and beyond. I wish him and 
Frances well in all their future endeavors, fol-
lowing his successful year as Chairman of the 
Big ‘‘I.’’ 
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Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
tribute to Gary Gallo on the occasion of his re-
tirement from the Garden City, Michigan Fire 
Department. 

Gary Gallo has displayed true leadership, 
rising through the ranks of the Garden City 
Fire Department, before finally retiring as cap-
tain. After obtaining certification, Captain Gallo 
took on the role of Team Leader to the West-
ern Wayne County Hazardous Incident Re-
sponse Team in addition to his responsibilities. 
He has been a dependable and active mem-
ber of the Fire Department. Captain Gallo’s 
devotion is evident in his service to the com-
munity. Beyond his duties as a firefighter, he 
has served as a board member to of Garden 
City United Needy Family Fund as well as 
Union President and Treasurer of International 
Association of Fire Fighters Local 1911. 

Please join me in saluting Captain Gary 
Gallo for his twenty-five years of bravery and 
service to the public as we wish him well on 
his retirement. 
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Ms. MENG. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
with a call to action regarding the right to 
clean drinking water. Every person has a right 
to drink water without fear of being poisoned. 

That is why, today, I am introducing the 
Safe Drinking Water in Playgrounds and Parks 
Act. This bill would ensure states, municipali-
ties, and schools have the financial resources 
to replace drinking water fountains. While we 
can test water fountains for lead poisoning, 
some municipalities and schools lack the re-
sources to replace its water fountains; this is 
simply wrong. My bill will ensure such entities 
have the necessary financial resources. 

Children who play at playgrounds may be 
exposed to lead if they drink from the water 
fountain. This is deeply worrisome and no par-
ent should have to worry that their child may 
be exposed to this deadly contaminant. 

Exposure to lead—even low levels—can 
have serious health and development con-
sequences for infants, children under six, and 
pregnant women. For those exposed to this 
dangerous element, signs of poisoning may in-
clude cognitive impairment, behavioral prob-
lems, and other health related problems. Ac-
cording to the American Academy of Pediat-
rics, ‘‘there is no safe amount of lead expo-
sure in children . . . ,’’ which is why it is crit-
ical that we advance efforts that prevents lead 
poisoning. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the Safe Drinking Water in Play-
grounds and Parks Act. It is undeniable that 
the fate of our children and future generations 
rests on the decisions we make today about 
fighting lead water pipes. 
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Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate the Congressional career of 
Lisette Morton, my long time Legislative Direc-
tor and the Director of Policy, Planning, and 
Member Services of the House Judiciary Com-
mittee. 

Lisette began her career on Capitol Hill 
nearly 20 years ago working on environmental 
issues for the late Congressman Bruce Vento. 
She started working as my Legislative Assist-
ant in the year 2000 and became my Legisla-
tive Director in 2004. 

Lisette has an encyclopedic understanding 
of a huge range of issues and always ensured 
that I was well prepared for hearings, mark-
ups, and floor debates. She is a constant 
source of reliable and informed advice on 
which I have relied for almost two decades. 

Throughout her tenure in my office, Lisette 
worked tirelessly to meet New York’s unique 
transportation and infrastructure needs. She 
helped achieve a major legislative accomplish-

ment by securing $100 million under the 
Projects of National Significance Title of the 
Transportation bill for the cross harbor rail 
freight tunnel. Securing this much money in a 
highway bill for a rail project was unprece-
dented. She also consistently ensured that 
passenger rail legislation protected resources 
for the Northeast Corridor, while preventing 
massive cuts to Amtrak. She ensured I had a 
seat on the Conference Committee that nego-
tiated the 2015 FAST Act, which allowed me 
to bring an additional $1.5 billion in highway 
and transit formula funding to New York. In 
2016, she worked on the FAA extension and 
ensured that my legislation, the Families Fly-
ing Together Act, was included in the final bill. 

Lisette has faced down many national crises 
as a member of my team. She worked for me 
on September 11, 2001, and was tireless in 
her efforts to get a proper detoxification and 
cleanup after the attack in New York and to 
hold the EPA accountable. Without her fierce 
advocacy and dedication, there would be more 
9/11 responders and survivors sick today. Her 
work laid the groundwork for everything that 
followed, including the establishment of a per-
manent World Trade Center Health Program 
and 9/11 Victim Compensation Fund. During 
the BP oil spill in 2010, Lisette worked tire-
lessly to get language I authored to ban the 
use of dispersants included in the Gulf Spill 
legislation that passed the House of Rep-
resentatives. Finally, during Superstorm 
Sandy, Lisette worked closely with me and my 
staff to drive resources quickly to those who 
needed it in the aftermath of the storm. She 
worked around the clock with federal, state, 
and local officials to solve problems as they 
arose and pass supplemental funding legisla-
tion to build back our critical New York infra-
structure and make it more resilient. 

Lisette has always been an advocate for the 
arts, especially music, and protecting the 
rights of artists. Lisette played a critical role in 
my work on copyright issues with the Judiciary 
Committee. Lisette worked tremendously hard 
to pass the Music Modernization Act out of the 
Judiciary Committee and ultimately out of the 
House by a remarkable vote of 415–0. Pas-
sage of this bill was a major legislative 
achievement that took years to complete and 
would not have happened without her hard 
work and dedication to the effort. 

Lisette played a critical role in helping to 
elect me to the position of Ranking Member of 
the Judiciary Committee in 2017. She quickly 
established herself as the Director of Member 
Services and worked to make sure Members 
concerns are heard and that committee staff 
and Members are kept informed of Judiciary 
Committee business. 

This year, when I became Chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee, Lisette took on the new 
role of Director of Policy, Planning, and Mem-
ber Services. She worked with our entire Judi-
ciary team to create a bold legislative agenda, 
to ensure hearings were held on critical issues 
facing the country, and to pass meaningful 
legislation out of Committee and onto the floor 
of the House. With her help, the Judiciary 
Committee passed H.R. 1, the For the People 
Act; H.R. 8, the Bipartisan Background 
Checks Act; H.R. 1112, the Enhanced Back-
ground Checks Act; H.R. 6, the American 
Dream and Promise Act; H.R. 1585, the Vio-
lence Against Women Act Reauthorization; 
H.R. 5, the Equality Act; and H.R. 1327, the 
Permanent Reauthorization of the September 
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